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In this issue, you’ll learn how College of Arts 
and Sciences students, faculty, and alumni are  

working to move the University to its K-State 2025 
goal of becoming a top 50 public research university. 
The plan covers every aspect of the Kansas State 
identity, including the student experience, faculty 
and staff, outreach, facilities, and research and 
creative activities across all majors.

K-State President Kirk Schulz and Dean Peter 
Dorhout tell us about the strategic, campus-wide 
initiative and what it means for K-Staters past, 
present, and future.

What is K-State 2025?
President Schulz: “It’s our visionary plan that describes how 
Kansas State is going to become better in the future. It’s one 
thing to say, ‘We want to be bigger, we want to be better,’ 
but I think the key thing about the plan is it’s going to have 
numerical goals that, as we work our way through the next 13 
years, people can assess and say, ‘Are you making progress?’”

What exactly is a public research 
university?
President Schulz: “Kansas State has been a public research 
university for decades. �e term ‘research university’ describes 
institutions that conduct extensive research on a national or 
international level. When we �rst started talking about K-State 
2025, Kansas State hadn’t regularly used the term ‘public 
research university.’ Many of our alumni and friends asked, ‘Are 
you changing my institution?’ And we said, ‘No, this is just the 
national set that we compare ourselves to.’ We are not changing 
who we are or our focus on teaching, but we want to make sure 
that we are improving and looking upwards as we move ahead.”

How does research factor into the plan?
Dean Dorhout: “We were created as one of the �rst land-grant 
universities, and part of that mission is to do research that 
impacts the people in our state. We’re creating new knowledge; 
we’re adding to our disciplines, and that’s going to take a lot 
of di�erent forms. Research in art is di�erent from research in 
biology; both are creating something new.
 “Research actually generates a stimulating environment here 
for everybody. It makes faculty more excited. I hope it makes 
students more excited about participating in the community 
that we call a university. Most important of all, it makes us a 
better institution.”

How will K-State 2025 research benefit 
students and alumni?
Dean Dorhout: “It a�ects future students; it a�ects the kinds 
of opportunities they have, but it also impacts the value of the 
K-State degree. Whatever we can do to build on and improve 
the reputation of the institution; we build for the future alumni, 
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but we also build on our past. �e value of that degree becomes 
greater to everyone in the K-State family.”

President Schulz: “It also generates more opportunities for 
our faculty. When new research opportunities come up, the 
federal government is going to �nd the best people it can in the 
country, and then make a roadmap of where the research ought 
to go. We need Kansas State sitting at that table. And we do that 
by having greater recognition of our institution. Bottom line: 
It’s about opportunity.”

How is the 
College of Arts 
and Sciences 
doing its part?
President Schulz: “�e 
College of Arts and 
Sciences is the glue that 
holds campus together. 
�is is really the core, 
central part of the 
University that helps 
teach critical thinking 
skills, communication 
skills — the foundation 
for all of those di�erent 
professional careers.
 “�e College of Arts 
and Sciences was also one 
of the �rst out front to 
publicly say, ‘We think 
this is where we need to go 

as an institution.’ We’re not going to become a top 50 university 
without the College of Arts and Sciences continuing to elevate 
itself and its programs.”

How can alumni and friends help K-State 
achieve its goal?
Dean Dorhout: “A few hundred dollars, a few thousand dollars 
can go a long way toward helping a student or a faculty member 
become successful. I give to my alma maters because I bene�ted 

from something that 
someone had given earlier. 
I received undergraduate 
research scholarships. I 
received the opportunity 
to be a teaching assistant, 
which ultimately made me 
excited about becoming a 
faculty member. I give to 
reward teaching because 
of a teacher who turned 
me around and gave me 
a chance — everyone has 
someone who in�uenced 
them. Wherever your 
passion is, whatever causes 
you to tear up — �nd a 
way, even a little way, to 
remember it.”

For more on K-State 2025, visit 

www.k-state.edu/2025.
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Manhattan…
New York

Joey Boos 
promotes 
“Fashionistas” 
in the heart of 
Times Square.



The lights go down, just before 
the curtain goes up. The hurried 
thumping of your heart is the 
only sound you hear. Thoughts 
flood your mind, and adrenalin 
seems to fill every part of you.

It’s a familiar sensation to 
K-State theatre majors — that 
rush of excitement and nervous 
energy that hits just before 
the opening of a show. And for 
several K-Staters, the summer of 
2012 meant taking those feelings 
to a brand new city and stage. 
Seven students and six faculty 
and staff spent a solid month in 
the theatre center of the world: 
the other Manhattan. There, in 
New York City, they unveiled the 
world premiere of “Fashionistas: 
A Narcissistic Love Story,” a 
modern retelling of the classic 
story of Echo and Narcissus — 
set in the world of high fashion. 

 �e group was led by K-State �eatre’s 
Jennifer Vellenga, assistant professor 
and head of acting and directing. And 
the production was funded entirely by 
Kansas State University.
 “It is amazing that we pulled it o�. It 
was a lot. We basically created a company 
from scratch, took that company to New 
York, and put it up in New York. �ey 
built the set here and they drove it to 
New York,” Vellenga said.

Theatre faculty 
and students 
premiere a 

Big Apple 
production
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George Matthews, technical director

Joey Boos, 
student actor

Katie McClellan, 

professional actor

Photos by Dillon Artzer, master’s student in theatre, and Robert Perry
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“�e students were not sitting in the 
back of the theater just observing. �ey 
were put to work. But they also had a 
month in New York City, which is life-
changing.”

Students of the Theatre
“Fashionistas” is the brainchild of 

Janet Allard, a playwright and Vellenga’s 
former university colleague. From the 
moment Allard recruited her to serve 
as producer and director, Vellenga was 
thrilled. Not only was this a great job 
for her as a professional director, but she 
knew what an unparalleled experience it 
would be for her students.

“I think it’s important for students 
to have some real-world experiences 
in addition to their classroom studies. 

Instead of telling students, ‘�is is 
what it will be like when you are out of 
school,’ they experience the profession 
as it exists today. �ey come back and 
apply it in the classroom, they inform 
other students, and it all informs the 
work happening on the K-State stage.”

With only a few spots available, 
Vellenga selected students who were 
motivated and independent, and who 
could hold their own with professionals. 
Joey Boos — whom Vellenga calls “a 
fantastic actor and just a good all-around 
person” — was one of the students who 
�t the bill.

“I had the time of my life out there,” 
said Boos, junior in theatre. “I was able 
to see so many things, experience so 
many things, and meet so many di�erent 

people — all in the 
world of theatre, 
which I love and 
I want to pursue, 
especially in a big 
city like New York. 
�at’s where I want 
to be one day.”
    Along with Boos, 
participating K-State 
students included 
actors Alex Gaines 
(sophomore in theatre) 
and Eric Brown (junior 

in political science). Chelsey Eimer, ’12 
B.S. theatre, used knowledge from her 
public relations and marketing classes 
to promote the show on Facebook and 
Twitter. �ree graduate students also 
made the trip: Dillon Artzer acted as 
assistant director, Zach Oehm served 
as assistant technical director, and 
Libby Utho� was the assistant lighting 
designer.

Rounding out the group on the 
faculty side were associate professor 
Kathy Voecks (scene designer), associate 
professor Dana Pinkston (costume 
designer), assistant professor Dwight 
Tolar (the role of Rafael), costume shop 
supervisor Melissa Salvatore (cutter/
draper), and scene shop supervisor 
George Matthews (technical director).

�ere was even a K-State alumna, 
Laura Lindsay, working as stage manager.

New York, New York
From July 22 to Aug. 19, the group 

lived and breathed the production, 
doing whatever was necessary to pull 
o� 10 professional shows. �e students 
promoted the play in Times Square, and 
attended two weeks of intense rehearsals. 
Virtually every part of the production 
relied on them.

“�ey understudied the larger parts, 
and they played smaller parts. �ey 

Assistant professor/actor Dwight Tolar (far left) and student actors  
Joey Boos (fourth from right), Alex Gaines (second from right), and  

Eric Brown (far right) take a bow with the rest of the cast.

Jennifer Vellenga (left) with professional actor Katie McClellan.
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worked with these professional actors, 
promoted the show, built the set — just 
anything we needed them to do. And 
they were well trained for that, because 
that’s what K-State is really known for: 
creating a well-rounded theatre student 
who can tackle all areas.”

In addition to acting, Boos’s 
responsibilities included working on 
costumes and assistant stage managing. 

“What I realized during this trip 
is that it’s so di�erent to be sitting in 
a classroom reading a book about the 
professional world. Actually being there, 
you’re submersed in it. You have to do 
it,” he said.

“I was learning, but I had a job to do, 
too. I had to take it seriously.”

Going Professional
It was Aug. 8 when the curtain went 

up for the �rst time, at �e �eater at 
30th Street in New York City. �e crowd 
included a handful of theatre students 
who �ew out for the occasion, some 
recent alumni, and even Boos’s father.

“It was sold out — we had to bring in 
folding chairs to the front row. We were 
absolutely packed on opening night. It 
was crazy,” Vellenga said.

“Backstage, everybody was all excited 
and hyped up, and just so ready,” Boos 
continued. “�ere’s always a big sense of 
community backstage.”

�at sense of community was largely 
due to the group of professional actors 
Vellenga handpicked for the show. She 
selected just 10 from the more than 800 
who submitted headshots and resumes.

“I had long conversations with each 
of them before I hired them, saying, ‘Part 
of the mission of this project is to mentor 
these students. Are you up for the task?’ 
And they all were.”

For the students, it was a chance to 
pick the actors’ brains about what it’s like 
to be in theatre professionally.

“We asked them questions about 
everything from just budgeting and 
regular life to going on auditions,” Boos 
said.

A K-State Production
From the earliest stages of the 

yearlong e�ort, Vellenga’s plans received 
immediate and wholehearted support 

University-wide. �e production came
to life with multiple grants from 
K-State: a College of Arts and Sciences 
Faculty Enhancement Program Award, 
a Provost’s Academic Excellence Award, 
and a University Small Research Grant, 
as well as private donations through 
the K-State Foundation. �e K-State 
�eater Guild also helped raise money 
and spread the word. Vellenga and the 
K-State Foundation even formed Konza 
�eatre Company to raise money for 
new productions like these.

And this is just the sort of project the 
University is pushing for with its K-State 
2025 initiative, which aims to reach 
the status of a top 50 public research 
university.

“�is is our artistic research; it’s the 
equivalent of research in any other area. 
And by going out and taking our work 
out, it does elevate our national pro�le. 
And I think that’s what the president is 
looking for with 2025,” Vellenga said.

Souvenirs
�e group squeezed in a whole lot of 

living in one month, according to Boos.
“Everybody talks about it — New 

York, theatre. But actually being there 
and meeting the people and seeing how 
things work, how jobs work…it just 
showed me that it is possible. It’s not this 
thing out in another world that I can’t 
accomplish one day.”

�e show’s �nal performance was on 
Saturday, Aug. 18. �e group returned 
to the Little Apple around midnight on 
Sunday, with the fall semester’s courses 
starting the very next morning.

And though the workload was 
tremendous, and the time in New York 
was practically a blur for Vellenga, in the 
end, she knows it was all worth it.

“Joey’s dad came up to me on opening 
night and he said, ‘I know this was a lot 
of work, but all I can tell you 
is: You changed these kids’ 
lives.’ And I thought, ‘�at’s 
all I need to know.’”

NEW SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 
THEATRE, AND DANCE

The arts are in the spotlight at Kansas 
State University. In June 2012, 
K-State’s performing arts programs 
were elevated to school status in the 
new School of Music, Theatre, and 
Dance. 

The Kansas Board of Regents 
supported the status change, 
which was linked to a spring 2012 
realignment involving two former 
departments: the Department 
of Music and the Department of 
Communication Studies, Theatre, 
and Dance. Communication Studies 
is now a separate department.

“Raising the profile of these programs 
fits the K-State 2025 strategic plan 
to promote academics, creative 
endeavor, and scholarship,” said 
Peter Dorhout, College of Arts and 
Sciences dean. 

The new school is home to 
approximately 500 majors and 50-
plus faculty and staff. On top of 
that, more than 4,000 students 
University-wide — nearly 20 percent 
— participate in performing arts 
classes every year. Together, these 
students put on 100-plus public 
performances annually.

Gary Mortenson, professor of music, 
was named the inaugural director of 
the school.

Source: K-State News and Editorial 
Services
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FUND THEATRE PROJECTS

THE NEED: 
Konza Theatre Company funding to develop and 
present new theatre productions — the research 
equivalent for theatre faculty and students

TO HELP:
Sheila Walker, director of development,  
sheilaw@found.ksu.edu, 800-432-1578



More Than  
Just a Number

How the Economics Department is taking K-State 2025  
— and student opportunities — to a whole new level

Living in a nation that is slowly recovering from one of 
the greatest recessions in its history, students in the 
Economics Department at K-State understand why the 

intense study of our economy is essential for progress. �ose 
who succeed in such a �eld are proactive planners, eagerly 
researching trends and keeping a steady eye on the future in 
order to become a special breed of fortunetellers. 

Perhaps that is why, when it comes to putting the goals of 
K-State 2025 into action, the 
Economics Department has 
already found itself ahead of the 
curve. 

A Department With 
Direction

For many people, retirement 
is a chance to slow down, to 
�nally take time for one’s self 
and relax. Jim Haymaker is not 
one of those people.

Haymaker, who earned 
a degree in economics from 
K-State in 1969, recently retired 
from a long, successful career with Cargill as corporate vice 
president of strategy and business development. Prior to his 
retirement, Haymaker contacted Bill Blankenau, head of the 

Economics Department, and shared his interest in becoming 
more involved. 

“I’m an example of someone who really enjoyed my 
education at K-State, and put aspects of it to work in the 
business world,” Haymaker said. “�ese courses reach out to 
people and touch them in ways that are life-altering for them.”

So when the University began planning for K-State 
2025, Blankenau knew just who to call to chair the Advisory 

Council that would head up the 
Department’s e�orts. While at 
Cargill, Haymaker spearheaded 
a planning process known as 
Strategic Intent, which the 
Department is tailoring to its 
own initiatives.
    Aside from its involvement  
with Strategic Intent, the 
Advisory Council currently has 
two main goals. �e �rst is to 
seek out student mentorship 
opportunities that will provide 
a smoother and more informed 
transition to the workplace. 

�e second is centered on giving greater access to an 
economics degree by reaching ambitious funding goals 
for scholarships. Before the Advisory Council was established, 
the Department had only four scholarships available, which 
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were mostly reserved for juniors and seniors. 
“�ere are a trillion dollars worth of student loans out there 

— this is a huge concern for people coming out of school, 
especially facing the di�cult job prospects,” Haymaker said. 
“We’re hopeful that additional scholarships will help make the 
Department more distinctive and give access to the program to 
very bright talent who otherwise might decide to go somewhere 
else, or might decide on some other course of study, even 
though their heart may really lie with an economics program.”

Plans in Action
One year later, the Council’s endeavors have led to a 

remarkable increase in the number of departmental scholarships. 
As of November 2012, 10 scholarships had been added, with a 
total of $250,000 raised. �e Advisory Council would like to 
see 35 total scholarships, and so far, the Department is well on 
its way to achieving this goal.

Not one to rest on his laurels, Haymaker was one of the �rst 
to endow an undergraduate scholarship. �e �rst recipient of the 
James and Kathryn Haymaker Family Economics Scholarship 
was Stephanie Birdsall, a junior from Lansing, Kan. 

“I was really excited,” Birdsall said. “Every scholarship makes 
such a di�erence. It’s one more bit of money I can use to pay for 
school without having to take out additional loans, or work �ve 
jobs. It helps me focus on doing a good job in school, and that’s 
the most important thing to me.”

As thrilled as Birdsall was to receive the scholarship, her real 
excitement lies in what additional resources will do to propel 
the program into the future.

“It’s very promising for the 
Economics Department. I think it 
will really help our Department 
become more competitive, 
and make our University look 
pretty impressive,” Birdsall 
said.

�e Advisory Council knows 
that such changes do not happen 
overnight. But they are headed in an inspiring direction.

“As a student, it’s really nice to hear that the Department 
you are currently going through to get your college degree is 
trying to improve itself, and is constantly making itself better,” 
Birdsall said. “My education means a great deal to me, and it’s 
wonderful to know that it means a great deal to the Department 
as well.”

“We’re excited that the Department is on the move,” 
Haymaker said. “When you move from compliance to 
excitement to innovation — that’s a fun place to be.”

GIVE ECONOMICS AN EDGE

THE NEED: 
Funding for departmental scholarships to attract, retain, 
and ease the financial burden of talented students who 
might not otherwise have access to an education

TO HELP:
Ryan Kenney, development officer,  
ryank@found.ksu.edu, 800-432-1578
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Alumnus Jim Haymaker 
meets with Stephanie 
Birdsall, who won the 
very �rst Haymaker 
Family Economics 
Scholarship.



Pamela Maynez with her 
mentor, Professor Stefan 
Bossmann.



CHEMISTRY STUDENTS USE RESEARCH 
AWARDS TO DISCOVER NEW 
POSSIBILITIES
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Angela Grommet spends her spare time 
reading novels by the Bronte sisters. For 
Pamela Maynez, baking desserts for her 
friends — especially her favorite treat, flan
— brings her joy. Stefan Bossmann, Ph.D., 
is a musical man, once aspiring to be a 
composer. And Christer Aakeröy, Ph.D., 
considers the kitchen to be his laboratory. 

What do these four 
seemingly ordinary 
people have in 
common? Every day, 
these students and 
faculty members 
work side by side in 
the chemistry labs 
at Kansas State,  
asking questions 
and exploring new 
ideas that lead to 
exciting discoveries 
— particularly in 
the realm of cancer 
research.

Research With Purpose
Pamela Maynez, a �rst-generation college student, had never 

even taken a chemistry course when she began her freshman year 
at Dodge City Community College. By the time she transferred 
to K-State for her junior year, she was pairing up with Stefan 
Bossmann, professor of chemistry, to work on research that 
would win her the �rst of two Cancer Research Awards from 
the Johnson Center for Basic Cancer Research. 

“�is was my �rst time in research — I didn’t know anything 
about it,” Maynez said. “He opened the door for me. He 

supports me, and he de�nitely believes in me.”
For both Bossmann and Maynez, the pathway to cancer 

research was a natural one. Both had watched family members 
battle cancer, and wanted to put their e�orts toward a cure.

“My father passed away from lung cancer, and my wife is a 
melanoma survivor, so cancer hit home really hard,” Bossmann 
said. “I’ve always had an academic interest in doing something 
that is potentially worthwhile. When you do something against 
cancer, you cannot dangle your feet in the water. You have to 
jump right in and really try to make an impact.”

Bossmann and Maynez, in collaboration with Deryl 
Troyer, professor of anatomy 
and physiology, have been 
researching ways to detect 
cancer-related enzymes in
small blood samples, a 
comparatively less invasive 
method that has the potential 
to detect cancer at an earlier 
stage. So far, this research 
has been tested on breast, 
lung, pancreatic, lymphoma, 
and melanoma cancers. 
In August, Bossmann and 
Troyer received more than 
$300,000 in funding from the 
National Science Foundation 
to continue this research. 
Maynez and Bossmann are 
also working on a treatment 
method that would target and 
kill the most active cells of a 
tumor — the stem cells — and 
only require about one percent 
of the drugs that are presently 
needed.
 “�e best thing is 
knowing that our research will 

probably be in�uential,” Maynez said. “Right now, what I’m 
doing seems small, but in the big picture it is meaningful.”

Journey to Discovery
Angela Grommet, a senior at K-State, had no plans of 

becoming a researcher until she took an honors chemistry 
course during her freshman year with Christer Aakeröy, 
university distinguished professor of chemistry.

“I was initially going to go into chemical engineering,” 
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Grommet said. “I really enjoyed Dr. Aakeröy’s class, and I knew 
he was a chemist, so I made an appointment to speak with 
him. He suggested that I try research…and I fell in love with 
exploring how things work.”

Aakeröy, who has received over $2 million in research funding 
from organizations such as the National Science Foundation, is 
quick to see the potential in his students and involve them in 
research at the undergraduate level. Since 2010, Grommet and 
Aakeröy have been a team, working on various research projects 
together. While neither of them speci�cally had cancer in mind 
when they began, they quickly realized the potential of their 
�ndings. 

“Cancer research was not the starting point,” Aakeröy said. 
“It was only after several years of working in this area that we 
realized that what we knew could actually be used for developing 
better cancer drugs.”

Aakeröy and Grommet are working on understanding the 
binding patterns of di�erent types of compounds. Using the 
“rules” that Aakeröy and Grommet are developing, chemists 
could create a molecular capsule that would break down and 
release the cancer drug when exposed to the higher acidity 
of cancer cells. If successful, this strategy could lead to more 
carefully targeted and controlled delivery of cancer drugs.

Grommet’s curiosity and dedication have helped her to 
gain some notable achievements. Among them are two Cancer 
Research Awards from the Johnson Center, and being named a 
2012 Barry M. Goldwater Scholar, a prestigious national honor 
given to a small percentage of undergraduate applicants in the 
�elds of mathematics, science, or engineering. As excited as 
Grommet was to earn such an award, the lessons and values she 
has acquired from conducting research have given her a new 
perspective on what matters.

“A lot of it can be frustrating, but for me, the most exciting 
part of doing research is when I see a pattern in the chemistry 
that possibly no one else has seen before,” Grommet said. “For 
me, it is more about the process of getting to that point than 
actually receiving the prize.”

Making It All Possible
�e driving force behind many of the cancer research projects 

at K-State is the Johnson Center for Basic Cancer Research. 
Every year, the Johnson Center uses funds from private donors 
to award tens of thousands of dollars directly to undergraduates 
conducting cancer research in all disciplines, which is on top of 
the funding and support they provide for faculty and graduate 
students.

Angela Grommet and Professor Christer 
Aakeröy use a chemistry modeling program.
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“It helps keep students motivated,” said Maynez of the 
Johnson Center. “It’s de�nitely important to have those funds 
to keep the research going.”

“We need a center which dares to invest in basic research and 
new methods that have not been tried,” added Bossmann. “To 
create a chance to really cure cancer, we have to develop new 
ways of tackling cancer — that we have to do with funds from 
private donors.” 

�e connection between funding and better research is an 
in�nite cycle: more funding leads to better research, which 
attracts more students and researchers, further improving the 
research and leading to more funding for the University. �e 
researchers at K-State know all too well what will happen if this 
cycle does not continue in the future. 

“If science stops, the world stops completely,” Aakeröy 
said. “Everything we take for granted — cell phones, synthetic 
materials, plastics, pharmaceuticals — all come from science. If 
we don’t have the technology to make advances, we can never 
expect to stay on top.”

While student 
researchers such as 
Grommet and Maynez 
have witnessed the 
bene�ts of generous 
funding and support, 
they have also seen areas 
where there is room for 
improvement. Grommet 
gave one example of the 
Chemistry Department 
not having enough X-ray 
di�ractometers for the 
number of samples that 
need to be processed, 
sometimes resulting in 
a long wait list. By the 
time they have access 
to the machine, many 
of the samples are no 
longer good. 

“If we want to be one of the great research universities in 
the U.S., we really do need better instrumentation,” Grommet 
said. “We have the faculty, we have the students — we need the 
instruments.”

K-State 2025: Real Outcomes
For these researchers, K-State’s goal to become a top 50 

public research university has implications that are far from 
abstract. 

“We have a lot of brilliant minds and talented students doing 
research, and I think we could attract more students with the 
2025 plan, which will push us to a higher level and let us do 
greater things,” Maynez said.

Having such a status will not only attract more high-pro�le 
students, but it will also help students achieve their goals 
once they graduate. For both Grommet and Maynez, research 
experiences at K-State have made a de�nite impact on their 
lives, especially when it comes to their futures.

“Starting out at K-State, I kind of knew that I liked chemistry 
and math, but all I was really aware of was working some kind 
of industry job, which didn’t sound very exciting. Now, I know 
where I want to go — I want to be like Dr. Aakeröy,” Grommet 
said. “I want to have my own lab, do my own research, teach, 

and make the di�erences that he has made in students’ lives. I’m 
much more excited about my future now.”

Maynez has plans to pursue a dual M.D./Ph.D. in order to 
advance her research.

“Hopefully, I will continue to do cancer research and possibly 
�nd a treatment. I want to have an impact on people’s lives.”

For the professors who act as mentors, it is gratifying to see 
how research opportunities can help students transform into 
scholars. �ough it’s more than a decade away, there are feelings 
in the Chemistry Department, at least, that a part of the K-State 
2025 goal has already been met.

“I could not think of a better job to have than this, and the 
students make that possible,” Aakeröy said. “If it was only based 
on the students, we would already be one of those top 50.”

SUPPORT CANCER RESEARCH

THE NEED: 
Johnson Center for Basic Cancer Research funding 
for student and faculty research, lab equipment, 
student travel to conferences and workshops 

TO HELP:
Sheila Walker, director of development,  
sheilaw@found.ksu.edu, 800-432-1578

“He [Professor 
Aakeröy] 
suggested that 
I try research…
and I fell in love 
with exploring how 
things work.”
— Angela Grommet



The potentially life-
changing (and utterly 
cool) work of three 
K-State physicists

14 A&S LETTERS — WINTER 2013

BIG-PICTURE 
PHYSICS
I t reads like the plot of a mind-

bending movie: Scientists studying 
and manipulating cells and 
molecules invisible to the naked 

eye…while the health of the world’s 
population hangs in the balance.

But this scenario is far from a movie. 
It’s real life for three faculty phenoms 

in Kansas State University’s biological 
physics group, which uses physics 
methods to study living organisms. 
Assistant professors Jeremy Schmit, 
Ph.D., and Robert Szoszkiewicz, Ph.D., 
and associate professor Bret Flanders, 
Ph.D., look at matter so tiny that it’s 
measured in nanometers — or billionths 

of a meter. Yet no matter how small a 
scale they work in, the results could lead 
to an impact of the biggest kind. �ese 
three are taking aim at diseases we’re 
all touched by in one way or another: 
cancer, Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s, to 
name a few.

Faculty physicists Robert Szoszkiewicz (left), Jeremy Schmit (center), and Bret Flanders (standing)
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Cause and Treatment 
A theoretical physicist, Jeremy Schmit 

researches protein aggregation — or how 
proteins stick together.

“Diseases like Alzheimer’s, Huntington’s, 
Parkinson’s — these are all caused by 
proteins that clump together in your 
brain,” Schmit said. “So I’m trying to �gure 
out from a physical point of view: What 
is it that causes them to clump together? 
What can we do to mitigate that?”

While trying to �gure out what causes 
problems on the biological side, Schmit 
also partners with biotechnology company 
Amgen to address the treatment end of 
things. His charge is to �gure out how 

to transport delicate, disease-treating 
proteins from the manufacturing plant 
to the patient…without having them fall 
apart.

Nature’s Mistakes
Like Schmit, Robert Szoszkiewicz’s 

work concentrates on proteins. Instead of 
looking at how proteins group together, 
though, Szoszkiewicz studies how they 
fold, which determines how they behave. 
He and some colleagues have developed a 
new tool that sheds light on the process.

“Proteins sometimes make mistakes; 
they do not fold in the way they should. 
If we know the intermediate steps, we 
can say what happened during each step, 
and maybe we can apply some molecular 
agents which will correct the steps,” said 
Szoszkiewicz, who has also collaborated 
with biochemistry faculty to observe 
proteins linked speci�cally to breast cancer. 

“�ere are many diseases associated 
with protein folding: many cancers and 

many neurodegenerative diseases, like 
Alzheimer’s, Huntington’s, mad cow 
disease. We can maybe contribute to 
understanding some parts of this puzzle.”

Small-Scale Surgery
Much like his colleagues, Bret Flanders 

is taking on some of health’s biggest 
challenges. He and his team spent the last 
�ve years creating nanomaterials that let 
them work on an extremely small scale. 
And now Flanders has an ambitious plan 
to revolutionize surgery — for cancer, in 
vitro fertilization, and even root canals. 

“One area that we’re keenly interested 
in is developing the tools to do surgical 
procedures on a single-cellular or few-
cellular level. �at’s probably 10 years 
down the road,” Flanders said.

“�e idea is that if you can work on 
this small of a scale, you can impact fewer 
cells in the body. �eoretically, you could 
remove just the cancerous cells without 
a�ecting the healthy ones. Or you could 
treat an infected area without disturbing 
the area around it.”

Students in the Mix
To date, this faculty trio has earned 

grants from the National Science 
Foundation (Flanders, Szoszkiewicz), 
the Johnson Center for Basic Cancer 
Research (Szoszkiewicz), and biotechnology 
company Amgen (Schmit). And while 
funding is always limited, their ideas are 
not. For that reason, each of them heads 
up a research team of postdoctoral fellows, 
graduate students, and undergraduates to 
help bring their many notions to life.

All three faculty members characterize 
the students — in particular the grad 
students — as absolutely crucial to the 
success of the Department and its research.

“Far and away, hands-on lab work on 
a common project is the most rewarding 
because the student develops quicker, I 
learn something, and the project advances,” 
Flanders said.

K-State 2025
�e ultimate goal for these teachers 

and researchers is simple: use science to 
change the world for the better. It’s a goal 
that dovetails nicely with the University’s 
K-State 2025 goal of becoming a top 50 

public research institution, Schmit says. 
“We’re all in this trying to do the most 

in�uential research possible, and to try 
to have the biggest impact on the �eld as 
possible. And there’s a big feedback loop 
there: �e better the research you’re doing, 
the more students want to come and work 
in your department, and the more people 
pay attention to the work that comes out 
of your department. You can come at this 
with an entirely self-serving point of view, 
but it feeds back into those big-picture 
goals.”

PROPEL PHYSICS

THE NEED: 
Scholarship funding for graduate students, 
who are invaluable to the Department’s 
research and national reputation 

TO HELP:
Sheila Walker, director of development,  
sheilaw@found.ksu.edu, 800-432-1578
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When Shirley Olson 
�rst set foot in the 
dean’s o�ce of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, 
she was a 26-year-old woman, 
practically a newlywed to 
husband Willard, with just 
two professional experiences 
to her name. She was not 
yet a mother, not yet a boss, 
not yet helping direct the 
largest college at Kansas 

State University. �at was in 1965. She  
began in an entry-level administrative position. What she 

became was absolutely indispensible, acting as assistant to 
the dean until just days before her passing in July 2012.
 Former Dean William L. Stamey, who served from 
1969 to 1987, is Olson’s self-proclaimed “oldest friend” in 
the College. It was in fall of 1965, as then-associate dean, 
that he hired her on to the dean’s o�ce.
 “It had been a clerical position, helping with the budget 
and so on. Very quickly, Shirley just took over, and I was 
so glad. She remade the position in her image, which as 
images go was just about as good as it gets,” Stamey said.
 “In the time I was associate dean and dean, we never 
added a single employee in that o�ce. And the College 
maybe doubled in size. She just managed things so well as 
the person in charge. In the College, when you mentioned 
‘Shirley,’ that was a name that meant something. Nobody 
ever said, ‘Shirley who?’”
 Annette Maggio, administrative assistant to the dean, 
began working alongside Olson in 1980, and the two 
became fast friends. 
 “My relationship with Shirley spans 32 years. She hired 
me in my young adulthood. I was with her longer than I 
lived with the family I was born into,” Maggio said. “We 
had an understanding in our working relationship: I knew 
I had to make things happen if that’s what she wanted — 
period.
 “I would tease her sometimes and call her colonel. 
Sometimes I’d promote her up to general!”
 �e nicknames were a good �t. Olson was �ercely 
devoted to keeping the College running like clockwork. 

She trained an incredible 10 deans during her tenure, 
along with supervising the College’s complicated budget, 
managing the entirety of the dean’s o�ce sta�, and staying 
connected to the heads of every department (26 at last 
count).

But Olson did more than that. She remembered 
birthdays, sewed on buttons, cooked mini-feasts for the 
entire o�ce, took deans suit shopping, and looked after 
the well-being of every person she came across.

When she announced that she was pregnant with her 
son, Casey, she worried because her due date fell during 
the busy class registration season. When she went on 
vacation (ever so rarely), she insisted on calling in to 
the o�ce. When a struggling student worker abruptly 
stopped showing up to work and class, Olson sought her 
out, convincing her to �nish school and make something 
of herself. Later, she even helped plan the young woman’s 
wedding.

Olson was, in no uncertain terms, the College 
matriarch, according to her last dean, Peter Dorhout.

“Shirley was kind of like your mom…with this 
College, in particular. Like your mom, she helped manage 
everything from the beginning. She had a way of caring for 
everybody, regardless of their faults — and she knew your 
faults, just like your mom.”

For the �rst time in 47 years, Shirley Olson isn’t the 
�rst to arrive and the last to leave in the dean’s o�ce each 
day. And it’s still hard for those in the College to believe. 
But her presence, in a way, remains.

“She was the rock of the College — the constant across 
10 generations of deans, countless faculty, innumerable 
sta�, so many student workers,” Dorhout said.

“�at was her upbringing — the Lutheran farm-girl 
work ethic. And I think a lot of people around here really 
tried to emulate that. She stimulated that in all of us.”

State University. �at was in 1965. She 
began in an entry-level administrative position. What she 

Remembering  Shirley Olson

HONOR SHIRLEY OLSON

THE NEED: 
Shirley L. Olson Memorial Fund scholarships

TO HELP:
Sheila Walker, director of development,  
sheilaw@found.ksu.edu, 800-432-1578
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2012 ALUMNI MERIT AWARD 

    *deceased

Thank you for being a part of the  
College’s continued success! 
Everyone who contributed $250 or more to the College of 
Arts and Sciences between July 1, 2011, and June 30, 2012, 
is a member of the Eisenhower Circle. Your membership helps 
sustain excellence in the College. Annual, undesignated gifts 
allow College leaders to respond to emerging opportunities as 
well as ongoing needs that are not fully funded through state 
sources.

Annual leadership giving of $1,000 or more is also part of 
K-State’s 1863 Circle.
 
No matter the size of the gift, all investments in K-State are 
very much appreciated. If there are any questions, please contact 
Sheila Walker, director of development for the College of Arts 
and Sciences, at sheilaw@found.ksu.edu or 800-432-1578.

BENEFACTORS
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ARTS & 
SCIENCES

 $100,000 and above
Mark Chapman and  
 Cheryl Mellenthin
George and Cindy Jones
Marilyn L Lindsay Trust

  $50,000 – $99,999
Jerry and Jeanette  
 Kintigh  
Mary Jo and Dick Myers
Gary and Kathie  
 Sandlin 

  $10,000 – $49,999
Dodie Abbott
Harold A Brown Estate
Terry Bullock
Linda and Lawrence  
 Davis  
Lincoln Deihl
Helen and Duke Dupre
Robert and Jennifer  
 Edwards  
Grothusen Family Trust
Clay Harvey and Patty  
 McGivern  
James and Kathryn 
 Haymaker  
Damon and Carrie  
 Hininger  
Billie Hollis Johnston  
 Estate  
Gary and Rebecca  
 Hoover  
Mike and Elaine  
 Jacobson  
Bill and Norma Johnson
Jeune and Philip  
 Kirmser*  
Pamela Maben and Jo  
 Koehn 
Gail McClure
Bill Miller and Debbie  

 Leckron-Miller 
�omas Palmer 
John Perrier* 
Jerry and Judy Reed
Sean P Riggins Estate
Ghassan and Manal Saab
Duane and Bonnie  
 Saunders 
Zoltan and Anne Soos
Mary Rita and Brian  
 Spooner  
Connie Stamets and  
 Brice Tarzwell
Evan and Karen Stewart
Glenn and Claire  
 Swogger  
Sally and Lloyd �omas
Dennis and Sally  
 von Waaden
Dennis and Melanie  
 Weisman  
David and Connie  
 Wetzel  
Mel Zimmerman

    $5,000 – $9,999
John Berschied and  
 Donna Derstadt
Jacquie Brewer
Jim and Sharon Co�man 
Edgar Darrow
Wayne and Ellen Evans
Alison Fleming and  
 Mark Reinhold
Mavis Fletcher
Beth Fryer  
Jerry and Donna Hess
Richard D Horning 
 Trust  
Steve and Karen 
 Hummel  
Ernest and Ruthann  
 Kiser  

Glenn Kubina
David and Wendy 
 Manzo  
Harvey McCarter and  
 Marilyn Barnes
Margaret and James 
 Moore  
Dale and Joan 
 Nordstrom
Harriet and Martin 
 Ottenheimer
Bill and Beth Romig
Lawrence and Judy 
 Scharmann
Pat and Rhea Serpan
Charley and Kay Smith
Warren and Mary Lynn 
 Staley  
Gail Stewart  
Jack and Donna Vanier
Robert and JoAnne  
 Vincent  
Fredrick and Nancy 
 Wolfe

   $1,000 – $4,999
Bruce and Jan Adams
Doug and Lucinda  
 Anstaett  
Kyle and Gail Antenen 
Cindy Augustine
Mark and Rebecca  
 Augustine  
Virginia Barlow
Bill and Louise Barrett
Burke and Margery  
 Bayer  
Paul Beer  
Dorothy Bevan
Russell and Denise  
 Bishop  
Barbara and Jerry  
 Boettcher  

2012 ALUMNI MERIT AWARD 

CHRIS STEINCAMP
Proud Alumnus: 
’89 B.A.Sc. geology

Other Education: 
’93 J.D., Washburn University School of Law

Career Highlights: 
An environmental attorney, Steincamp is a 
managing partner at Depew Gillen Rathbun & 
McInteer, LC, in Wichita, Kan. He is very active 
in his field — contributing work to professional 
publications and journals, giving seminars to 
professional and educational groups, and serving 
as a member and past president of Kansas State 
University’s Geology Alumni Advisory Council.

A Few Words: 
“Chris has achieved great respect, specializing in 
legal issues involving environmental concerns. 
He continued his education after his bachelor’s 
degree by completing a law degree, and he 
maintains his professional standing as a licensed 
professional geologist in the state of Kansas. He 
may well be unique among our alumni.”

— George Clark, head of K-State’s Department  
 of Geology, who nominated Steincamp
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Timothy Bolton and  
Karen Hawes

Bim and Dianne  
Braddock  

John Briggs  
Russell and Ilene Briggs
Charles and Sandra  

Bussing  
Nancy and Myron 

Calhoun  
Michael and Gerri  

 Carlisle  
Richard Cate and  

Barbara Wallner
Michael and Lynn  

Cavanagh  
Robert and Merri  

Chandler  
John Chatelain and  

Cathrine Jenson- 
Chatelain  

Jim Cheatham 
Brad Chilcoat and  

Richard Walker 
Nancy Chiou-Siepman 
Fred and Cathy Cholick 
Stephen Clark 
Tom and Laurie Clark 
Simmie and Lisa Clincy 
Rebecca Coan 
John and Mary Collier 
Joe and Lori Connell 
Steve and Janet Cooper 
Wayne and Nancy Cottril 
Karen Crofoot
James and Jane Curtis
Bradley and Christina

Daily  
Lawrence and Lois  

Dimmitt  
Steve and Kim Dobratz 
Bob and Elizabeth Dole
Peter and Carolyn  

Dorhout  
Don and Linda Dressler
Bill Durkee
Lelah Dushkin
Ruth A Dvorak  

Charitable Trust 
Frederick and Connie  

Erickson  
Gina Estes and Drew  

Woods  
Eric and Julie Farmer
John and Jennifer Felix
Clyde and Marilena 

Ferguson  
Henry* and Beverly 

Filson  
Jan and Neal Flora 
Sharon Fortmeyer-Selan  

and Lawrence Selan
Jerry and Jeanne  

Frieman  
Gary and Carol Gadbury 
Glenda Garrelts Mattes  

and Donald Mattes
William and Margaret  

Garrett  
Don and Agnes Giese
Joann Goldstein
Leslie and Justin Gordon 
Mickey Graves 
Rebecca and Stuart 

Green  
Je�rey Greenhut and 

Betsy Mead
Joseph Gregus 
Charles Gusewelle 
Douglas and Laura  

Haberstroh
Jerry Hall  
Mary and Stephen 

Handel  
Laurie Hanson and Kim  

Dayton  
Allan and Carolyn  

Harms  
Betty Harthoorn
George and Linda  

Hawks  
Marilyn and Gary Hay 
Bob Hector and Lisbeth  

Claus  
Jerry and Jerri He�ing 
Judy and Don Henn 
Jada and Jim Hill 
Joleen Hill  
Michael Hinton 
Georganne and Art*  

Hiser  
Tom and Barbara  

Holcombe  
Jeannie and Phil Hollis 
Andy Howell 
Cornelius and Corina  

Hugo  
Jean Hulbert  
Catherine and Greg  

Hupp  
Sid and Phyllis Hutchins 
Ron and Rae Iman 
Bob Jackson  
Jim and Mary Lou 

Jacobs  
Carl Jarrett  
Donald and Anita  

Jennison  
Clyde and Midge Jones 
Steve Kale  
Bill and Faye Kennedy 
Steve and Janis Kirkeby 
Loren and Sandra Koch 
Rich and Susan  

Laubengayer 
Woody and Lynne Leel
Lynn and Lizbie Lin
Clark and Christy  

Linders  

Tony and Mary Jane  
Link  

David and Laurel Littrell
Elbie Loeb and Ada  

Ramos  
Sam and Martha Logan
Larry and Randee  

Loomis  
Bev Lueers  
Barbara Lukert 
Ernest and Esther Lukert 
Eric and M’Elizabeth  

Maatta  
Bert and Wanda  

Maggart  
Alan and Judith Marietta 
Dave and Sherri Marmie 
Mike and Leah Mason 
Steve Massie 
Chadd May  
Daren and Joan

McCullough
Raymond McDonald  

and Kay Weller- 
McDonald

Patrick McFadden and  
Elaine Frangedakis

C W and Nancy  
McKeen  

Siegmund and Barbara  
Meier  

Jo Ann and Jim
Mendenhall 

John and Jennifer Miesse 
Mary Ann and David  

Miller  
George and Janet  

Milliken  
Je�ery and Cindi Morris 
Gertrude and Herbert  

Moser  
Michael and Teresa  

Mustain  
Subbarat and Asha  

Muthukrishnan
Jim and Evelyn Neill 
Larry and Linda Nelson 
Karen Nickel-Creusere 
Brian Nieho� 
Connie and Larry Noble 
Ed and Chris Null 
Nancy and David Paulson 
Francis Peniston
Jason and Heather  

Phillips  
Dale and Maryrose  

Preston  
Gene and Sharon Ratcli� 
Carol and Lowell Regehr 
Les and Sandy Regier 
Sandy and Jim Reilly 
Edward and Janet Rice
Dallas and Sharon  

Richards  
Verlyn Richards
Kathy and Dan  

Richardson
Carolyn Roby 
Vernon and Ellen Ross 
Stephen and Deborah  

Saro�  
John and Virginia Sayler 
Donald Schmidt 
Kirk and Noel Schulz 
Ed and Karen Seaton 
Martha and Dick Seaton 
Patricia Seitz and Alan  

Greer  
Kenneth and Beth Sewell 
Myrna and Mike  

Shuman  
David Smartt and  

Marisol Castaneto 
Stephen Smith 
Suzanne Smith 
Barbara Snyder 
Barry Snyder  
Marvin Snyder 

Daniel Stegner 
Keith Steyer
Matt and Dorothy  

Strahm  
Fred and Betty Stump 
Penelope Suleiman 
Ray Surowski 
Antoinette Tadolini and  

Charles Clack 
Jinkook Tak and Jinmee  

Lee  
Richard and Denise  

Tatman  
Marilyn and Ben  

Tilghman  
Ronald and Karen  

Townsend  
Frank and Geralyn Tracz
Michael and Dee  

Troutman  
Julie Veatch  
Clarence and Jean  

Waters  
Melissa Waters and  

Carter Hill
Dave and Betsy Weigel
Gary and Teresa Wells
William and Joan  

Wertzberger 
Warren and Jean White 
Larry and Ruth Williams 
Art Williamson 
Madelyn and Dennis  

Yeo
Julie and Kenneth

Zimmerman

$500 – $999
Roger and Libby Adkins
Shelley and Joseph

Aistrup  
Joel and Gaylene  

Alderson  
Marcia and Earl Allen 
Abdullah Al-Shiha 
Mo and Helen Arnold 
Bruce and Pam Bachman 
Gerald and Deba Barker 
Joseph and Elizabeth  

Barton-Dobenin 
Jim and Gail Baxter 
Rebecca Bell 
Svetla and 

Itzhak Ben-Itzhak
Roberta and Dennis  

Bennett  
Robert and Charlene 

Bierly  
Dan and Beth Bird
Doug Blackwood and 

Karen Larson 
Lee and Kathy Borck 
Marlin Breer and Joan  

Russell  
Mitch and Deborah

Brigell  
Duane Brown and  

Yih-Fen Chen 
John and Jane Buchanan 
Janet Butel and David  

Graham  
Mike and Connie Butler 
John and Lynn Carlin 
Ronald Case  
Enid and Lewis Cocke 
Jason Collins  
Je�rey and Christine  

Cook  
Royer and Kathleen  

Cook  
Larry and Marcia  

Cooper  
Patrick and Cynthia Cox 
Jerry Crow
Terry and Tara Cupps 
Christopher and Janet  

Cutro  
Bill Deeds and Pam 

Hoadley  
Art DeGroat  
Rob and Mardi Denell 
Dale Denning and Tricia  

McRae-Denning 
Sandy and Jean Dillard
Dick and Ann  

Dodderidge
Elizabeth Doyle 
Terry and Sue Duncan 
Kathie Easom 
Amy Edwardson 
Sheryl Etling  
Kevin and Connie Fahey 
David and Jana Fallin 
Ellen Feldhausen
Michael and Barbara

Finnegan  
Tim and Becky 

Fitzgerald  
Charles and Terry Foxx 
Kurt and Susan Gartner 
Joe and Janette Gelroth 
Jim and Lori Gewecke 
Jean and Charles Gibbens 
Nancy Goulden 
Erin Green
Hal Greig and Francine  

Stuckey  
Charlie and Dorothy  

Gri�n  
James Grimm and Mary  

Ann Bivans-Grimm 
Amy Gross and John  

Pagen  
Phil and Kim Grossardt
Darren and Michelle 

Gunderson 
Eric and Mindy Hayes 
Ann and Mike Hays 
Chod and Sari Hedinger 
John Hill  
Jane Holt  
Michael and Bobi 

Hoover  
John and Karen Horton 
Phil and Margaret Howe
Robert and Jeanette  

Huizenga  
Cleve Humbert 
Don and Vera Hunziker 
Dwight and Virginia  

Huth  
Mary Jacobson
Edward and Kendra  

Jenkins  
Vance Jernstrom 
Charles and Joan Johnson 
Barry and Annette Jones 
Clifton and Kim Jones 
Jen and Chad Jury
Scott and Sonya Jury 
Michael and Jill Kanost 
Iris Keating  
Bill and Cindy Keller
Douglas and Patsy  

Kershner  
Rex and Janice Klaurens 
Gene and Sue Klingler 
Steve and Juliet Koppes 
Mary Helen Korbelik 
Max and Helen Krey
David and Bobbie  

Kromm  

Bill Kush  
Judith and Wayne  

Lawson  
Rob and Aimee Leicht 
Aimee Leitho� 
Kim and Bruce Letellier 
Lila and Jon Levin 
Jane Ley  
Zongzhu Lin and Xiaojie  

Tian  
Jean and Bob Linder 
Darrel and Mari Loder 
Allison Luthi  
Donald and Cathey  

Lynn  
Crystal Mai  
Anthony and Beatrice  

Maioriello  
Steven and Donna  

Malmstrom 
Eric Mann  
Wendy and Jim Manuel 
Frank and Anya Martin 
Edmund Martinez 
April Mason and Frank  

Heiliger  
Mark May�eld and  

Carolyn Ferguson
Lowell and Jennifer  

McAfee  
Karen and John  

McCulloh  
Jerry McElroy
Michelle and Ryan  

McGuire  
Deloyce and C E McKee
Jim and Barbara  

Meinhardt
Jamie and Gerald Meyer
Tom and Carolyn  

Milbourn  
Wes and Sandra  

Milbourn  
Ed and Patricia  

Mishmash  
Lonnie and Jacqueline  

Moore  
Jim Moorman
Gary and Kristin  

Mortenson 
Kenneth Mosely 
Donald and Ruth Myers 
Clay and Karen Myers- 

Bowman  
Tom and Mary Nelson
Larry and Celia  

Nicholson  
Monty and Anne Nielsen 
Lyn Norris-Baker and  

Franklin Baker
Randall and Judith

Norton  
John Novak  
Michael and Nancy 

Oliver  
Al and Inger Olsen 
Willard and Shirley*  

Olson  
Price Oman  
Bill and Barbara Osborn 
Carita Otts  
Robert and Kathy  

Overman  
Frank Padula 
Steve Parke  
Deb Patterson 
John and Kay Paulson 
Brian and Emily Pelcak 
Sam and Janet Peppiatt 
Je� and Jill Pfannenstiel 
Sandra and Forest Pobst 

Please return the card 
inserted in this issue so we 
can update fellow alumni 
and friends on your life 
since graduation!
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Tim and Margaret Poling 
Paul Post  
Robert Rathbone
James and �eresea  

Reeves  
Amy and Allen Renz
Paul and Diana Rhine 
Anne and Brian Richards
Beverly and Ralph  

Richardson
David and Sharon 

Richardson
John Riepl  
Brenda Robert 
Janet Robinson
Scott and Ann Robinson
Cibyl and James Ronen
Scott Rottinghaus
Bradley and Mary Russell
Roy and Joan Ruzika
Justin and Deirdre  

Sanders
Kent and Donna  

Scarbrough
Kay and George Scheets
Cynthia and Terry  

Schmidt
Kay and Leroy 

Schnurbusch
Dean and Marjorie

Schowengerdt
Steven and Rosslyn  

Schultz  
Randy Sedlacek and  

Mary Ventura
Michael and Becky  

Seeber  
�omas and Shannon

Shields  
Red Skelton  
Betsy Sloan-Meeks and  

Jamie Meeks
David Smith and Leigh  

Murray  
Isobel Smith  
Philip and Mary Smith
Scott and Deborah  

Smith  
Sharon Smith 
Jackie and Ron Spicer 
Mark Spurrier 
Alan and Cynthia Stein 
Justin and Megan Stowe 
Liz Stratton  
Rosemary Stroda 
John and Lee Sturd 
Mary Ellen Sutton
Steven and Patricia  

�ompson 
Danny Trayer and Janice 

Lee  
Richard and Nancy 

Tredway  
Gary and Carol Turner 
Jim and Martha Turner 
Chris and Laura Tyler 
Greg Vermillion 
Christopher and Nicole  

Vowels  
Tama and Kevin Wagner 
John and Janet Walters 
Geo� Warren 
Lisa and Jason Way 
Betty Weatherwax 
Richard and Amy Wendt 
Dana Wethington 
Tom and Julie Wheeler 
Phyllis Wilbur
Byron and Beverly  

Winans  
Amber and Joe Woehl

Janice and John  
Zimmerman

Wilma Zink

      $250 – $499
Kerry and Ronald Adams
Milt and Alice Ahlerich 
Bob and Lee Ardell 
Nathan and Lisa Arnold 
Timothy and Lori Baker 
Brooke Balderson 
Mimi Balderson
James and Jeanne  

Baldwin
James and Elizabeth  

Barnes
Bill and Bonnie Barr
Chris and Lisa Barr 
Dwane and Rita  

Beckenhauer
Lance and Ramona  

Behnke  
Jeanne and Charles Belew
Brent and Virginia  

Benkelman
Larry Berger
Steve and Sandra  

Bernasek  
Bert Biles and Vicki 

Clegg  
Joanne and William 

Black  
Etcyl and Ruth Blair 
John and Sarah Blair 
Cheryl Blake  
Mitch and Shelly 

Blanding  
Angela and Bill 

Blankenau  
Craig and Mollie 

Bloomsmith
Mark and Sharon 

Boranyak  
Vera and Jim Bothner 
Don Boyd  
Jerry and Debra Braden
Dale and Susanne  

Bradley  
Lanny and Mary Brent
Steven and Susan Brewer
Scott and Cristen

Bridegam  
Ronald and Nancy 

Bridges
Charles and Mary 

Briscoe  
Dean and Debbie 

Britting  
Wally and Anne 

Brockho�  
Janis Broman
Craig Brown and  

Kimberly Garver
Kay and Doyle Brown
Jim and Denise  

Brownlee  
Henry and Debbie Bruns 
Gail Bryan
Ronald and Germaine 

Buck  
Bruce and Jacque 

Buehler
Orley Burgess
Dustin and Meaghan 

Burton  
Bernie and Sherry Butler
Christeene and Lyle 

Butler  
William and Cheryl 

Campbell  
Matt and Norine 

Cannon
Christopher and Carol 

Cardone  
Charles and Catherine 

Cardwell  
Wally and Trisha Cash
Judith and Richard 

Cattell  
Preston and Diana 

Chapel
Stephen Chapes and Lou  

Lambeth-Chapes
Eiton and Grace Cheng
Patricia and John 

Clayton
Sally Coberly and Mirko  

Dolak
Paul Connolly 
Mary Cottom 
Roger and Nancy  

Coulter  
Mark and Jacquelyn 

Cowan 
Ted and Lisa 

Cranford  
Gary Cude  
Jeremy Cude  
Phyllis and Frank Curtis
Nancy and Michael 

Czinege
Jason and Haley Davee 
Chris and Roxie Davis 
Dirk and Shari Davis
Gerald and Marilyn  

Davis  
Leslie Davis
Mary and Eleuterio  

De La Garza 
John and Bonnie Devore 
Steven and Ruth Dick 
Brian Diederich 
Paul Dlabal
David and Wendy 

Dobratz
Ron Downey and Irene 

Ward  
Martin and Twyla 

Dubois
Donna Ekart  
Scott Emley  
Tim and Sherri Engle 
Shirley Eslinger 
Sharon and Richard Evers 
Jim Fairchild  
Bonnie Fijal  
Todd and Staci Fleischer 
Matthew Forbes
Jerry and Joyce  

Foropoulos
JR Fralick  
Stephen and Christine  

Freed  
Catherine and Daniel  

Fung  
Greg and Ellen Gabel 
Ron and Colette Gaches 
Patrick and Jean Gardner 
David and Cindy Gatz 
Darin George 
Jo and James Giacomini 
Wayne Glantz 
Stanley and Letha Glaum 
Grant and Donna Glenn 
Jad and Erin Gleue 
Bruce Glymour and Ellen 

Koppitz-Glymour 
Sondra Goar  
Kenneth and Mary  

Goreham  
Susan and Patrick  

Gormely  

�eodore and Donna  
Gottas  

Peter Granda 
Rich and Pam Green
Charlie and Patricia  

Grimwood
Mark and Helena  

Grinter  
Stephan and Jennifer 

Groth  
Kendall Guyer 
Mike and Toni Haddock 
Gary and Carolyn Haden 
Clark and Deborah Hall 
Jim and Connie  

Hamilton  
Steve and Patricia  

Hanson  
John Harbison 
Joann Harper 
David and Debbie Harris 
Grant and Katrina Harris 
Mike and Kathie Harris
Vicki and James Harris 
Stan and Deb Harstine 
Garry and Elaine Hart 
Pat Hartman  
John and Jackie Haynes
Barbara and Dick  

Hayter 

Brent and Bonnie  
Heidebrecht

Dennis Hemmendinger  
and Sue Maes

�omas and Maggie 
Hemmer  

Eugene and Stephanie 
Herl  

Michael Herman and 
Linda Kroeger

Todd and Tara  
Herrenbruck 

David and Jean Heying 
Chadwick and Jennifer  

Hines  
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VICKIE CHOITZ
Proud Alumna: 
’98 B.A. political science and secondary education, 
secondary major in women’s studies

Other Education: 
’01 M.S. public policy, Harvard University (Truman 
Scholarship)

Current Position: 
Senior policy analyst with the Center for Law 
and Social Policy in Washington, D.C., where she 
advocates for low-income, lower-skilled adults

A Few Words: 
“Vickie’s career success exemplifies the quality 
and commitment of our students, and the work 
she does exemplifies our departmental objective 
of putting those talents and passions to work to 
improve the lives of the disadvantaged in our 
communities.”

— Michele Janette, head of K-State’s Women’s  
 Studies Department, who nominated Choitz

2012 YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD

Vickie Choitz with Dean Peter Dorhout.
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Edith Hodgson 
John Holecek
Ginny and Steve  

Honomichl
Ruth Lynn Hooper
George and Carol  

Hoover
Charles and Julie  

Hostetler  
Mark Hulbert and  

Meredith Tomlinson 
Martina Hund 
Hunter and Rae Jean  

Hunt  
Joseph and Anne Jezak 
Roger Johnson and Betsy  

Cauble  
Jeri Jones and Mark Wald 
Marlin Jones 
Jerwen and Chain-Hua  

Jou  
John and Joyce Keelan
William and Lonnie 

Keith  
Matthew Keller 
Orris and Charlotte  

Kelly  

Craig and Pat Kershner 
Kent and Julie Kiracofe 
Suzanne Kirk 
Mary Kirkham 
Bill and Peg Kiser
Linda and Kenneth  

Klabunde  
Kim Koch and Becky 

Vining-Koch 
Susan and Jim Koelliker 
Larry Kraus  
Phyllis and Merle Krause
Curtis and Jennifer  

Krizek  
Chuck and Dianna Kuntz 
Sam and Yvonne Lacy 
Scott Lake  
Norma and Frank 

Lambert  
Nellie and Dale Lambley 
Walter and Jana Lane
Julie Lea and Chris  

Parsons  
Patrick and Deborah Lee
Mary and Joseph Lewis 
Teresa Lindberg 
Pete and Jan Lindsay

Kimberly Linin and  
James Devlin 

Brian and Tara Long 
Marie and Raymond  

Long  
Jo and Kenneth Lyle 
Jenny and Chris Magana 
Joe and Annette Maggio 
Daniel Marcus and 

Philine Wangemann
John Marietta
Richard and Susan  

Martin
Joseph and Mary Massoth
Mikeal and Colette 

Maune  
Sandi McCoy Kramos  

and Greg Kramos 
Christopher and Emily  

McGee  
Dallas McMullen 
Barbara Miess 
Dori Milldyke 
Donna Miller 
Margaret Miller-Meek  

and Marvin Meek 
Betty and Joe Mills
Luis Montaner and  

Janelle Larson
Kent and Suzanne  

Moore  
Ken and Marla Morse 
Carey and Chris Moseley 
Dave and Mary Mudrick 
Dorothy and Eugene  

Mulligan  
Pat and Ann Murphy 
Roger and Donna Muse 
Chris Muth  
Richard and Joan Nelson
Robert and Robin Nelson 
Deanna Nichols-Stika  

and John Stika
Chandini and Derek  

Nixon  
Crystal and Robert Obee 
Jason Oblander
Olabode and Dee 

Ogunyemi
Maureen and Jan  

Olewnik
Kay and Edwin Olson 
M D and Lorene Oppy 
Carol Oukrop 
Larry Pankratz 

Jean Patterson 
Je�rey and Rose Payne 
Perry and Virginia Peine 
Robert and Monica Perry 
Lorin and Ann Peterson 
Edwin and Virgina Petrik
Scott and Jeanette Pine
Kolean Pitner and  

Richard Wilson 
Bob Poehling 
Malcolm and Christine 

Ponte  
Lindsay Preisinger 
Jun Qin and Yi Wang 
Milt and Emma Ra�erty 
Wesley and Christine Ray
Sue Raymond
Jim and Sherry Reed
Bob and Ann Regnier
Richard and Nadith  

Reinhardt  
Leland and Janice Reitz 
Kimberly and Douglas  

Rippel
Joyce Robbins 
Debra Romberger 
Ronald Rowland 
Lee Ruggels and Sigrid  

Keyserling-Ruggels 
Max and Kay Russell 
Jack and Jenney Ryan
Sam and Yolanda 

Samaranayake 
Robert and Beverly 

Sanchez  
Carol and Larry Sanders 
Laura Sayler 
Ann Scarlett  
Kay and Jim Scheibler 
Bill and Donna Schenck- 

Hamlin  
Hal and Collette  

Scheuerman
Pat Schlegel and  

Anthony Bosco 
Polly and Kevin Schoen 
Linda and James Schottler
Eugene and Linda 

Schulstad  
Georgina Schwartz 
Dick Seitz  
Larry and Susan Seitz 
John Selby  
Harold and Kathleen 

Selvidge  

Prochy Sethna 
Jean Shackelford 
Bill and Jan Shaw 
Howard and Patricia  

Sherwood 
Michael and Marie  

Shipley  
Joan Shull  
Jim and Billie Smart
Claudia and Wayne  

Smith  
Donald O Smith Trust 
Melissa Smith-Heath  

and Ed Heath
Jennifer and Todd  

Snezek  
Lowell and Patricia  

Socolofsky
Dale and Judyanne  

Somers  
John Spangler 
Jacqueline Spears and  

Dean Zollman
Ken and Kristie Sta�ord 
Bill and Rae Stamey 
Deena Stangle 
Judy Stehley  
Marcia and Steven 

Stockham  
Alan Stolfus and Valyne  

Pochop
LeAnn and Mike Stout 
John and Joan Stretcher 
John and Joan Strickler 
Ross and Mary Stryker 
Lance and Pamela Stum 
Barbara and David Swart 
Lloyd Swart and Norma 

Deyoe-Swart
Michel and Rebecca  

Swartz  
Ronald Sweat 
Ann and Randy Timi 
Ralph and Mary Ellen  

Titus  
Mike and Martha  

Toburen  
Judy and Frank Toman
Gary and Carol  

Tomlinson
David Tucker 
Vincent and Collette  

Turnbaugh 
Steve and Le Ann Tyler 
Gladys Ulrich 

Christopher Vahl and  
Qing Kang

Mary Vanier  
Robert and Marianne 

Vatne
Jan Vaughn  
Jason and Sheila Walker
Ray and Carolyn Waller
Aaron and Jennifer 

Walter
William and Barbara  

Walters  
Ken and Nina Warren 
Rich Wartell  
Dean and Margaret  

Watkins  
Sean and Beth Weaver 
Mark Webster 
Jerry and Linda Weis 
John and Ruth Wells 
Kathleen Whalen and  

Joseph McCarthey 
Alison Wheatley and  

Tom Colonnese
Alan and Roberta  

Whetzel  
David and Beverly White 
Molly White and Joe  

Rottinghaus 
Sandy White 
Peg Wickersham 
B J and Ted Williams
Donald and Louise  

Williams  
Brian and Cydney Willis
Sharon and Richard  

Wilsnack  
Anthony and Heather  

Wilson  
Fred and Kathryn  

Wilson  
James Windels 
Gina and Brad Windholz 
Je� Wing and Linda  

Boland  
Don and Jan Wissman
Neil and Melodie  

Woerman 
Young-Ok Yum 
Fred and Victoria  

Zutavern
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ARTS & SCIENCES BENEFACTORS CONTINUED

THE LAND GRANT LEGACY 
SOCIETY 

�e Land Grant Legacy Society represents the past, 
present, and future of Kansas State University. 
�e society, which is part of the KSU Foundation 
Presidents Club, honors alumni and friends who 
have chosen to support the University by including 
K-State in their estate plans. By remembering 
the College of Arts and Sciences in their estate 
plans or deferred gift arrangements last �scal  
year, these alumni ensure future opportunities
for the students and faculty of tomorrow. 
 
Doug and Lucinda Anstaett  
Kyle and Gail Antenen
Cheryl Blake 
Mark Chapman and Cheryl Mellenthin 
Bunny Clark
Steve and Karla Fisher
Aaron Otto
Tim and Sharon Taylor
Robert Williams
Mel Zimmerman
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